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A Bank You Can “Bank” On e rector

This wonderful artifact (Figure 1), recovered from a privy filled during the third quarter of the 19th
century, turns out to be a multi-level play on words. It is part of a cast-iron bank in the shape of a build-
ing and if you look closely, you can see the word "BANK" cast above the door. And to make matters
even better, this "bank" bank was recovered from an archaeological site in Baltimore on a property that
was about to become the Sharp Street location of the Federal Reserve Bank of Richmond.

color combinations were also available.

‘ I he top and bottom of the bank were fastened to the building

by a rod with screw fasteners at the top of the cupola and on
the base.

Figure 3. Back of the Bank. The screw at the top of the cupola is visible as a small dome.
Private collection.

Figure 1. Front of a cast iron bank recovered from the Federal Reserve Site (I8BC27), Feature 30.
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The Maryland Archaeological Conservation Laboratory (MAC Lab) is a state-of-the-art archaeological research, conservation, and collections storage facility located at the Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum.



https://www.antiquetoys.com/product/antique-j-estevens-co-ca-1869-cast-iron-halls-excelsior-bank-mechanical-bank-for-sale/?v=7516fd43adaa
https://www.antiquetoys.com/product/antique-j-estevens-co-ca-1869-cast-iron-halls-excelsior-bank-mechanical-bank-for-sale/?v=7516fd43adaa
https://www.courant.com/news/connecticut/hcxpm-1997-10-22-9710310971-story.html
https://Toys.com
https://AntiqueToys.com



